
                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY 

DATE 

Contact Joyce Arthur 
816-285-8362, 

jarthur@stmarksparish.com 

FAMILY MINISTRY this week:  

• Preschool/Kindergartner, Sunday, January 15, 

10:00 

• NO CLASSES MONDAY, JANUARY 16 

    FIELD TRIP 

• First Communion, Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 

PARENT/CHILD CLASS 

• Preschool/Kindergartner, Sunday, January 22 

10:00 

GROWING UP CATHOLIC/ 

GOING TO MASS 

When asked what was something you re-
member about Mass: 

• 2nd grader Henry said, “the tax col-
lector knew that he was a sinner”. 

• 2nd grader Grace said, “not thinking 
just about ourselves”. 

• 3rd grader Melissa & 2nd grader 
Clarissa said, “original sin and conse-
quences”. 

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

LAMB OF GOD 

Why did John the Baptist call Jesus the Lamb of God?  

Why do we call Jesus the  “Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world”?  To understand we go back to the 

Old Testament -  

• The sacrifice of lambs played an important role in the 

Jewish religious life in which Jesus grew up.  Lambs 

were sacrificed to God daily at the temple for the sins 

of people.   

• The Old Testament prophets foretold the coming of 

the One who would be brought “like a lamb led to the 

slaughter” and whose suffering and sacrifice would be 

redemption for us. That person is Jesus, the Lamb of 

God.   

• “While the idea of a sacrificial system might seem 

strange to us today, the concept of payment or restitu-

tion is still one we can easily understand.”  Jesus’  

      sacrifice of dying on the cross is the payment/ 

      restitution for the sins we commit.  He died to make  

      atonement for sin and pay the penalty of our sins.  He    

      is the perfect sacrificial lamb.   

• The Passover feast was and is one of the main Jewish 

holidays and a celebration in remembrance of God’s  

      saving his people.  By slaying a lamb and applying the 

      blood of the lamb to the doorposts of their houses, the  

      Israelites were “passed over” by the angel of death.      

      The blood of Jesus, our sacrificial Lamb, protects us  

      from the “angel” of spiritual death.   

MARCH FOR LIFE  

January 20, 2023 

Why is there March for Life, 

which began in 1973 as a  

peaceful protest of the  

Supreme Court’s decision  

legalizing abortion, when the 

court’s decision has been  

overturned? Maybe because, 

as the theme of the March 

says, we are looking at the 

“Next Steps: Marching in a 

Post-Roe America”.   God help 

us as we move forward.    

VISIT THE SICK 

 

Our theme for January is VISIT THE SICK.  

Each child is invited to make a card and fill a 

treat bag with a gift for a child in Children’s 

Mercy Hospital.   


